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INTRODUCTION
Frank Lloyd Wright almost surely was the most famous American architect in
the twentieth century. Probably his best-known public building is the Guggenheim
Museum in New York City.
Wright took pride in different approaches in designing his buildings. For
example, a museum typically will be a multiple-story building, with a series of rooms,
each dedicated to particular artists or various periods of art work.
On the other hand, in the Guggenheim, visitors begin their tour by riding an
elevator to the top level. Then they start down a sloping walkway and view most of
the paintings arranged along that walkway.
Frank Lloyd Wright came at designing residential houses from a different
perspective as well. He designed one of his most unusual homes in rural southwestern
Pennsylvania for Edgar J. Kaufmann, who owned Pittsburgh’s Kaufmann Department
Store. Built in the mountains over an actual waterfall, the house got the name
Fallingwater.
Other dwellings he designed, though less spectacular than the one built over a
waterfall, still often departed from the traditional pattern of a series of rooms,
dedicated to various purposes. Wright planned houses with much wide-open space
rather than smaller rooms for eating, sitting, entertaining, or relaxing.
Frank Lloyd Wright’s approach to architecture readily sets him apart from his
brother architects as one eager to try new approaches, not wanting to be locked in to
“the same old same old.”
I recently read a story that purports to explain how Wright got his inspiration to
do things differently, not to follow the same, old, tired patterns. You’ve heard about
the preacher’s son who asked one Sunday at dinner: “Dad, was that story you told
true, or were you just preaching?” I’ll leave for you to decide the historicity of the
story I’m about to tell.
As the story goes, Frank Lloyd Wright had an experience when he was nine
that left a profound impact on the rest of his life. One winter day, the boy went
walking across a snow-covered field with his uncle, a reserved, no-nonsense man. As
the two of them reached the far end of the field, his uncle stopped him. He pointed out
his own tracks in the snow, straight as an arrow’s flight, and then young Frank’s
tracks meandering here and there around the field.

In a lecturing tone, the uncle said, “Notice how your tracks wander aimlessly
from the fence to the cattle to the woods and back again. Then see how my tracks aim
directly to my goal. You can learn an important lesson from that.”
According to the story, when he was a world-famous architect, Wright liked to
tell how this experience had greatly contributed to his philosophy in life. He learned
an important lesson, but not the one his uncle hoped to teach him. He said, “I
determined right then, not to miss most things in life, as my uncle had as he walked a
straight line and never explored paths that went other directions.”
TRANSITION
I thought about Frank Lloyd Wright as I read today’s Bible passage. Whether
his uncle’s preachy attitude made him determined not to be stodgy, stiff, and formal,
Wright’s varied designs demonstrate his ability to be like the scribe Jesus tells about:
Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.
Notice the Therefore. When you see a Therefore, you realize it points back
toward something said earlier. And this is a summary moment. In this case, Jesus has
given a series of parables, seven parables, about the Kingdom of God.
The disciples knew the concept of the Kingdom, but they had in mind Jesus
setting up an earthly kingdom. So Jesus told them the seven stories to help them gain
new understanding of the Kingdom.
He asked them, ‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, “Oh, yes.” He said,
“All right, then. You need to take what you’ve known before, and couple this with the
new concepts — make use of the old and the new.”
Christ would say to us as well, “Draw out of your treasure chest the new along
with the old. Of course, if you make us of the new from your store of treasure, you
have to put the new in from time to time.
This morning, I would like to offer you some new insights concerning the
season we are approaching in the church liturgical year. This Wednesday, three days
from now, in many Christian churches is Ash Wednesday. Our First Baptist Church
has Ash Wednesday services as the beginning of the Lenten season.
The very mention of Ash Wednesday and Lent brings to mind the first parable
Jesus tells in Matthew 13. In the era before we had mechanized farming, a farmer
went out to scatter seed in the field. Of the seed that landed on the stony path
alongside the main field, nothing was absorbed. And different soils in the field took
the seed and produced varying amounts of wheat.
Some who hear about putting the ashes on their foreheads completely reject the
idea, so nothing positive comes from the hearing. After all, why do we want the
preacher to smear ashes on our foreheads and tell us, “Remember you are dust and to
dust you will return”? Others respond positively.

Someone has said, while we need to remember who we are, it is more
important to remember who God is - and what God has done for us in and through
Jesus Christ.
GIVING UP FOR LENT
In the Roman Catholic tradition, until fairly recently, the main emphasis
focused on giving up things. This brought on lots of jokes about giving up things for
Lent.
I’m giving up fasting for Lent.
I’m giving up exercise for Lent.
I’m giving up my New Year’s Resolutions for Lent.
I’m giving up listening to you complain about how much you miss what you
gave up.
Some of my Facebook friends are praying I’ll give up Facebook for Lent.
“I’m giving up Lent for Lent.”
For Lent, I’m just giving up.
THE PRIEST AND THE ROBBER
More seriously, consider this story about giving up something during Lent:
A priest working in an inner city was walking down an alley one evening on his
way home when a young man came up behind him and poked a knife against his back.
The would-be thief said, “Give me your money.”
As the priest opened his jacket and reached into an inner pocket to remove his
wallet, the young man saw the priest’s clerical collar. So he said, "Oh, I'm sorry,
Father. I didn't see your collar. I don't want YOUR money.”
In the effort to appease the young man, the priest removed a cigar from his shirt
pocket and offered it. "Here," he said. "Have a cigar.”
The young man said, ”Oh, no, I can't take your cigar. I gave them up for
Lent” (www.eSermons.com)
Whether that really happened, the story illustrates the emptiness and
inconsistency of giving up something because “it’s that time again.”
WOMAN COMPLAINING ABOUT HER SACRIFICE
I’ve told you before about one of my earliest encounters with someone who
gave up something significant for Lent. I worked in a department store one spring
semester while I was in seminary. One of the full-time employees was a devout
Catholic lady. I noticed early in the new year that this lady usually ate a pastry during
her morning coffee break. But when Lent began, she stopped bringing the sweet roll
and just had the coffee.
She was skinny. In my opinion, she did not need to lose weight and, thus, did
not need to give up her pastry for Lent. After a week or two, she started lamenting

that she was having hunger pangs and wondered how she could hold out till
lunchtime.
I didn’t say anything, but with my Baptist prejudice at that time against Lent
and against the Catholic Church, I thought her whole exercise was negated as she
openly complained about the rules for Lent. We Baptists don’t go in very strong for
spiritual exercises, other than praying once in a while and reading our Bibles. So when
someone takes a definitely
larger step toward getting closer to Christ and His sacrificial death for us, I shouldn’t
judge.
THINGS EVERYBODY SHOULD GIVE UP
A Mississippi pastor offered a list of things everybody would do well to give up
— for Lent and for always:
GIVE UP grumbling! Instead, "In everything give thanks." Constructive criticism is OK,
but "moaning, groaning, and complaining" are not Christian disciplines.
GIVE UP 10 to 15 minutes sleep and get out of bed! Instead, use that time in prayer,
Bible study and personal devotion.
GIVE UP looking at other people's worst points. Instead concentrate on their best points.
We all have faults. It is a lot easier to have people overlook our shortcomings when we overlook
theirs first.
GIVE UP speaking unkindly. Instead, let your speech be generous and understanding. It
costs so little to say something kind and uplifting. Why not check that sharp tongue at the door?
GIVE UP your hatred of anyone or anything! Instead, learn the discipline of love. "Love
covers a multitude of sins.”
GIVE UP your worries and anxieties! Instead, trust God with them. Anxiety is spending
emotional energy on something we can do nothing about: like tomorrow! Live today and let
God's grace be sufficient.
GIVE UP TV one evening a week! Instead, visit some lonely or sick person. There are
those who are isolated by illness or age. Why isolate yourself in front of the "tube?" Give
someone a precious gift: your time!
GIVE UP buying anything but essentials for yourself! Instead, give the money to God.
The money you would spend on the luxuries could help someone meet basic needs. We are
called to be stewards of God's riches, not consumers.
GIVE UP judging by appearances and by the standard of the world! Instead, learn to give
up yourself to God. There is only one who has the right to judge, Jesus Christ (Gates).

All of these things to GIVE UP call to mind the parable of the wheat and the
weeds all growing up together in the field. Like the farm hands in the parable, we are
so anxious to set other people straight when we ourselves stand in need of
straightening.
Jesus nicknamed one of the sets of brothers in the disciples group as “Sons of
Thunder.” In Greek, his name in Mark 3:17 is Βοανηργές which denotes fiery and
destructive zeal like a thunderstorm (blueletterbible).

Much of what we know about James and John is negative. All twelve of the
intimate group of followers were confused about what Jesus meant when He talked
about the Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of Heaven. They thought Jesus would
overthrow the mighty Roman Empire and re-establish the Kingdom of Judah.
As James and John thought about that, they wanted to have special places in
Jesus’s council of advisers. And they felt they deserved to be His right-hand and lefthand men because their mother and Jesus’s mother probably were sisters.
These brothers were so anxious to get what they felt they deserved that they got
their mother to plead their case. She literally got down on her knees and begged Jesus
to appoint them to these highest seats among His kingdom leaders (Matthew 20:2028). It’s not difficult to imagine the hostility that stirred up among the rest of the
disciples.
“Sons of Thunder” indicates they are hot-heads. We have one specific example
of this in Luke’s Gospel (9:51-55). Their group tried to get places to stay as they
came to a Samaritan village, but these long-time enemies refused them
hospitality. This snub set off a storm in the Sons of Thunder, and they asked Jesus to
call down fire from heaven to destroy these Samaritans. Again, this seems to be an
example from the Bible of the attitude Jesus addresses in the parable of the wheat and
the weeds — an attitude we would do well to leave behind for Lent and then never
resume it.
SELF-SERVING VISIT TO CHURCH
Recently, I read about a self-serving act that had the appearance of religious
devotion:
An Italian newspaper carried a story about a young couple in Milan who
seemed particularly devoted in their worship as they sat in a cathedral.
The priest reported that the pair spent an hour or more on a regular basis sitting before
a statue of the Virgin Mary. Naturally, he assumed they were praying (Duncan).
Turns out, this young couple was recharging their cell phone. They had noticed
a stray electric cable sticking out of the wall behind the statue of Mary. Whenever
their phone's power supply dwindled, the young couple came to the church and recharged it from the cable. The priest told the reporter the young couple was welcome
to use his church for this purpose. If they knew he did not object to their coming to the
church for this purpose, they might be more inclined to visit a mass and become
interested in the church’s teaching.
We sometimes talk about coming to church to "re-charge our batteries.” This
young couple did that on a literal basis. What appeared from a distance to be an act of
piety turned out to be a self-serving ploy to save money. This young couple was using
the church for their own needs. And we're shocked — until we realize we may be
guilty of the same mistake, drawing attention to ourselves or inflating our egos with
jobs in the church: teaching, singing, ushering.

THE CHURCH AT PLAY
As we try to see Ash Wednesday and all of Lent in a new way, we might think
of these forty days as part of a longer dramatic enactment. That longer drama
includes much of what we do in Christian worship.
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are enactments of our belief about salvation and
the death of Jesus. Baptism by immersion paints a picture of how we were spiritually
dead but have been raised to a new life in Christ, as spelled out in the sixth chapter
of Romans (6:4-5): Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his,
we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.
Likewise, in the Lord’s Supper, we take into ourselves the bread and the cup as
tangible symbols of Jesus’s broken body and shed blood in His death for our
salvation, recalling how He told the disciples, “This is my body which is for you” and
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you.”
We have other symbolic enactments during the year. These often take special
shape at Christmas that portrays Jesus’s birth and Easter, His death and resurrection.
In the same fashion, if we go to church on Ash Wednesday, we have ashes
smudged on our foreheads as the minister reminds us, “Remember, you are dust and
to dust you will return”: A sobering reminder every man, woman, and child among
us one day will die.
We are challenged to keep that in mind, specially the next forty days as we
anticipate the death of Jesus. These forty days call to mind other uses of forty in the
Bible. For Noah, it rained forty days and forty nights. The Israelites wandered in the
desert forty years before entering their Promised Land. Elijah fasted forty days. But
Lent especially reminds us that Jesus faced temptation forty days.
Lent calls us to reflect on our mortality and our sin. This should be a time to
review and renew: Review our faults and failures and renew our vows to Christ — to
see Him more clearly, love Him more dearly, and follow Him more nearly, Day by
Day.
APPLICATIONS
Let’s look at two short, short parables and try to apply the Old and New
Principle to them: one more parable Jesus told — the mustard seed and yeast.
‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in
his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.’ The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’

Simple, short stories about things that might seem insignificant, but both show
the power of God’s presence in our lives beyond anything we might expect to see.
I want to suggest three things you can do — simple but powerful, if you will do
them — to enable you to have a significant Lenten season:
First, go to google and find daily Lenten devotions you can get for free. I
found several and will get a couple of them daily through email. If you don’t have
Internet, go to the public library for a book of Lenten devotions. Or read the final
chapters of one of the Gospels — any one of them — about the trials, crucifixion, and
resurrection. Start with any one of them, Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John — and read a
chapter a day. When you finish that Gospel, go to another one, and a third and a
fourth.
Either the online devotions or the last chapters of the Gospels will make you
much more aware, more sensitive regarding the sacrifice Jesus made for you.
Second, if you do not already take time to pray every day, you need to start.
Many people pray when they first get up. Other times work better for others. Some
people pray as they drive to work or as they exercise. The time of day is up to you.
Then, third: Make it a point each week of Lent to do something helpful to
another person: Call a person who lives alone. Write a note to someone. Take
someone to lunch. Go see a homebound person.
If you do any one or all three of these things — or similar things — you will be
surprised as you grow within yourself like the mustard seed or the yeast in the dough
as you bring out of your treasure the old and the new during Lent.
BENEDICTION
These actions will also make you more aware of God’s promises:
God’s love that will never let you go.
God’s grace that is greater than all your sin.
God’s peace that passes all understanding.
These are yours through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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